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Today’s weather 


Cold and 
a snow shower. 
High: 19 
Low: 14 


wes, 


Friday: Snow, 22|9 
Saturday: Frigid, 17 | 3 


Weather report, A2 


OSU Bowl Preview 


Buckeyes vs. Trojans 
tonight in Cotton Bowl 


Check out our preview of the 
game, commentary, stats, 
rosters and more in a special 
bonus section with today’s 
paper. S1 


Metro<State 

Mom indicted 

in sons death 

A Cuyahoga County grand jury 
indicts a Cleveland mother 
accused of killing her 5-year- 


old son, whose body was found 
buried in their backyard. A4 


Loneliest polar bear: It has 
been three months since Nora’s 
arrival in Utah. What has she 
been up to? An update on this 
week’s series. A7 


Nation&World 


Alabama certifies 

Jones’ win for Senate 
Alabama officials push aside 
a legal challenge from Roy 
Moore and certify Doug Jones 
as the winner of the U.S. 
Senate election. A12 


State raises minimum 
wage in the new year 
About 146,000 Ohio work- 
ers will get a small raise next 
month when the state’s min- 
imum wage increases by 15 
cents, an analysis says. A13 


Sports 


Brady Quinn loved 
playing with Browns 
Growing up, Brady Quinn’s 
favorite team was the Browns. 
The quarterback’s dream came 
true when they drafted him but 
injuries stunted his career. B1 


Forum 


Tillerson proud 
of U.S. diplomacy 


Opinion: Secretary of state 
says Americans should be en- 
couraged by progress the U.S. 
has made in dealing with im- 
mense challenges this year. E1 


Diversions 


Zendaya’s career 
soars with ‘Showman’ 


The actress, who is now play- 
ing a trapeze artist in “The 
Greatest Showman,” needs no 
safety net for her high-flying 
career. P1 
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Customer service 


To subscribe or report delivery 
issues: Call 216-999-6000 


Trying to beat new 


deduction cap 


IRS advice snarls tax prepayment 


Estimated assessments probably won't quality _ 


BEN CASSELMAN 
AND JEFFERY C. Mays 
New York Times 


New York — In Hemp- 
stead, a Long Island town 
where the typical property 
tax bill tops $10,000, res- 
idents have lined up all 
week to prepay those taxes 
for next year. 

They have been trying to 


save thousands of dollars 
before the new federal tax 
bill, which goes into effect 
on New Year’s Day, sharply 
limits deductions for state 
and local taxes. 

But late Wednesday, the 
IRS issued guidance sug- 
gesting that those people 
may not be able to save the 
money after all, because 
a loophole that they were 


hoping to exploit might ; 
be narrower than they ; 


thought. So when Donald X. 


Clavin Jr., Hempstead’s re- | 


ceiver of taxes, showed up 
to work Thursday morning, 
the lines were still there 


— but residents had fresh i 
questions. Clavin had few | 


answers. 


SEE TAX | A15 


Cuyahoga County Treasurer’s 
Office open Saturday 


m The Cuyahoga County treasurer’s office is extending 
its business hours to accommodate property owners who 


i want to pay their taxes before he end of the year. 


m The office will be open Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


i The office is on the first floor of the Cuyahoga County 


administrative building at 2079 East Ninth Street. 


E All county offices will be closed Sunday and Monday 
: for the New Year holiday, the county said. 


E Tax payments can also be made on online before 
midnight on Dec. 31 to receive credit for this year. 


Embracing winter 


wa 


LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 


rishna, 5, helps build a shelter out of sticks and logs at Rocky River Nature Center in the 
Cleveland Metroparks Rocky River Reservation on Thursday. Naturalist Jen Brumfield took 
couple of families who braved temps in the mid-teens out onto the trails to build a snow 


shelter, or “quinzhee” in the Inuit language. The youngsters took on the challenge, using branches 


that they leaned up against a fallen tree, packing snow and leaves into the gaps to seal out the cold. 


Winter weather 


Blame the polar vortex for icy blast 


And, as always, blame the lake for prediction of heavy snow in eastern belt 


KELLY REARDON 
kreardon@cleveland.com 


Bad news for anyone 
headed out to celebrate the 
new year this weekend in 
Northeast Ohio: The chilly, 
snowy pattern is expected to 
continue. 

First, let’s talk snow. A 
winter storm watch is in 
effect for heavy lake-effect 
snow for Ashtabula and 


Lake counties from this 
morning to Saturday night. 
Those counties can expect 
6 to 10 inches within that 
time frame, but they’re not 
the only ones seeing snow. 
Through Saturday night, 
with northwesterly winds 
making the snow more 
widespread, snow will hit 
Cleveland and other areas 
outside the east-side lake-ef- 
fect snow belt. Cleveland 


and Akron could see 2 to 3 
inches from this system. 

Some light snow flurries 
could linger into Sunday 
across the region, but it’s 
looking like not much will 
stick. 

Thankfully, right now the 
forecast favors dwindling 
snow chances toward eve- 
ning, for those heading out 
to celebrate on New Year’s 
Eve. 


New Year’s Day is looking 
mostly cloudy, and at most 
a few flakes could fall from 
the sky. 

But the snow isn’t the 
only story. The jet stream is 
stuck in its current position, 
which is ushering in arctic 
air to Northeast Ohio. Highs 
will range from the 20s to 
teens. 


SEE POLAR | A10 


Use of force 


Officer is 


fired who 


shot teen 


in arrest 


Burglary suspect 
was unarmed 


COURTNEY ASTOLFI 
castolfi@cleveland.com 


Cleveland has fired a po- 
lice officer for the deadly 
2015 shooting of an un- 
armed burglary suspect. 

Alan Buford was ter- 
minated Thursday after 
city officials found that 
he used excessive force in 
the March 19, 2015, death 
of 18-year-old Brandon 
Jones. 

The shooting happened 
while Buford and another 
officer investigated a 
break-in at the Parkwood 
Grocery store in the Glen- 
ville neighborhood. 

Cleveland Public Safety 
Director Michael Mc- 
Grath’s administrative 
review found that Buford 
violated the department’s 
use of force policy “by 
using force greater than 
what was necessary during 
the incident.” 

Buford was charged with 
misdemeanor negligent 
homicide, but Cleveland 
Municipal Court Judge Mi- 
chael Sliwinski found him 
not guilty after a three-day 
trial in July. 

The acquittal came 
despite testimony from 
his partner, Gregory 
King, who said during 
trial that he thought the 
shooting was unneces- 
sary. 

Jones’ mother, Tanya 
Brown, filed a wrong- 
ful-death lawsuit against 
Buford, King and the city 
in March 2016. 


SEE OFFICER | A10 


Russia investigation 


Trump says he thinks Mueller will treat him fairly 


MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
New York Times 


WEsT PALM BEACH, FLA. 
— President Donald Trump 
said Thursday that he be- 
lieves Robert S. Mueller III, 
the special counsel in the 
Russia investigation, will 
treat him fairly, contradict- 
ing some members of his 
party who have waged a 
weeks-long campaign to try 
to discredit Mueller and the 
continuing inquiry. 


During an impromptu 
30-minute interview with 
The New York Times at 
his golf club in West Palm 
Beach, the president did not 
demand an end to the Rus- 
sia investigations swirling 
around his administration, 
but insisted 16 times that 
there has been “no collu- 
sion” discovered by the in- 
quiry. 

“It makes the country 
look very bad, and it puts 
the country in a very bad 
position,” Trump said of 


the investigation. “So the 
sooner it’s worked out, the 
better it is for the country.” 

Asked whether he would 
order the Justice Depart- 
ment to reopen the investi- 
gation into Hillary Clinton’s 
emails, Trump appeared to 
remain focused on the Rus- 
sia investigation. 

“T have absolute right to 
do what I want to do with 
the Justice Department,” he 
said. 


SEE TRUMP | A15 


EVAN VUCCI | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
President Donald Trump greets West Palm Beach 
firefighters on Wednesday. He said Thursday he thinks 
he’ll be treated fairly in the Russia investigation. 
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